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The World's Unrest and its Remedy. By James Field 
Spalding. New York, London, and Bombay : Longmans, 
Green & Co., 1898. Pp. 229. $1.25. 

The author of this book alleges that men in our day are in a state 
of unusual unrest, which can be allayed by uniting with the Roman 
Catholic church. This ecclesiastical body is "the haven of peace." 
But in characterizing his church he never uses the epithet " Roman," 
but exclusively appropriates to that purpose the term " Catholic." But 
there is not even a statistical basis for such a claim. All, of whatever 
name or of no name, that truly follow Christ constitute the catholic 
church. 

Still our author is irenic in utterance. He calls all Christians out- 
side the Romish church " separated brethren." He evidently longs 
to conduct them into his ecclesiastical " haven of peace." To effect 
this he sets forth and defends all papal claims and doctrines. He is 
evidently conscious of the extreme difficulty of his task. To show 
that the Romish church by preeminence is "holy;" that the claim 
of the pope's infallibilty, which, he says, " may be called astound- 
ing," has, nevertheless, " eminent reasonableness ; " that transubstan- 
tiation, the immaculate conception, and the mass are rational dogmas, 
is a work so formidable that before it even a brave man would be 
readily excused for faltering. But our author never flinches, and 
for the encouragement of his " separated brethren " he assures them 
that they would have no difficulty in accepting these "astounding" 
dogmas, if they would only 'take the Roman Catholic point of view. 
But how can they do that without violence to their reason and con- 
science ? 

In his earnest advocacy of papal infallibility he says : " How can 
the pope act as supreme teacher of the church if his decisions upon 
questions of faith and morals are not final ? And how can they be 
final if not infallible ? " So say we all. There is only one defect in 
the argument : the premises are not proved. 

The book is full of unproved assumptions like the following : the 
world now has unusual unrest ; this unrest is only evil ; it can be met 
by uniting with the papal church ; the quietude of soul that comes from 
submitting reason and conscience to ecclesiastical superiors is a good 
to be desired ; etc., etc. 

But true rest of soul is never found in dogmas or sacraments or 
in ecclesiastical establishments, but alone in Christ, who has said : 
"Come unto me .... I will give you rest." So Augustine in his 
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Confessions said : " Thou, Lord, hast made us for thyself, and our 
heart is unquiet until it find rest in Thee." 

Galusha Anderson. 
The University of Chicago. 



The Gospel for a World of Sin. By Henry van Dyke, 
D.D., Pastor of the Brick Church in New York. New York : 
The Macmillan Co., 1899. Pp- x + 2 7§- ^!- 2 5- 

It was almost inevitable that Dr. van Dyke should complement his 
volume of lectures on The Gospel for an Age of Doubt by a book of 
this nature. In common with other continuations, this series chal- 
lenges comparison with its predecessor, and, on the whole, it does no 
discredit to it. Dr. van Dyke is a literary man even more than a 
theologian. He attracts and holds us by his grace of style, and if we 
say, therefore, that the present volume shows more signs of haste than 
the one which preceded it, we only do so by way of warning a most 
facile and charming writer that there is a risk in publishing so much 
and so fast. When Dr. van Dyke says that sin is not a thing to be 
defined, but only to be felt, he sets a very wise limitation to his treatise. 
Throughout his book deals with our feelings rather than with any 
definitions of them. So he declares as to forgiveness through Christ 
that " the attempt to transform any of the glowing words which the 
apostles use to describe it into a cool, abstract, scientific definition 
inevitably results in a misrepresentation." Yet no one can read these 
graphic pages without carrying away a clear conception of theheinous- 
ness of sin and "the inward peace and secret joy, and newness of life," 
which come with forgiveness. The author's book is essentially Christo- 
centric. The true sense of sin is possible only when we accept theism, 
and theism leads to Christianity. In a powerful and elaborate chapter 
Dr. van Dyke shows that without Christ the Bible is a message of 
despair, whereas, if he be restored to his place in it, it becomes the book 
of hope and joy. His vigorous realization of the personality of Christ 
influences his whole treatment of the subject of sin. Christ comes 
into the inner life, and it is his presence there which strikes a blow at 
the malign power that "poisons the streams of human existence at the 
fountain head." Had there been no sin, yet he would have come as the 
revealer of the divine love, and now any imitation of him on our part 
is impossible without first accepting the merits of his atonement. 
Today three great ethical ideas are swaying the human race with increas- 
ing power. These are, the unity and solidarity of mankind, the true 



